
   

 

  
  
  
  
  
            

 

        God Did Amazing Things in 2009 !   
 
 

§ Construction of our first building began in April and was completed by 

the 1st of June.   Originally it was intended to be an office, store room and 

guard room.  Now the one big room is our multi purpose building, used 

for classes and all other activities. 
   

 

§ Before we arrived in  April they had already started hand digging our first 

well.  It is 35ô deep and is sustaining our village thru the drought.  The 

water  in this well is clear but not potable.  The government water officials 

are very pleased with it.   Soon this well will only be used for irrigation. 

 

 

 

§ May 5th CCMI launched the School of Ministry.  By the first of Novem-

ber 25 students had completed the first three trimesters with ISOM 

(International School of Ministries) curriculum.  Now they are qualified to 

receive their certificates. The twelve students that donôt read and write 

were so excited about learning that they requested reading, writing and 

math classes during the ISOM break for the holidays.                                                                                             

 

§ In April our 10 years of prayer finally manifested in our first car.  No 

more busses or taxies to drain our pocket book.  It is only a two wheel 

drive sedan but we have it convinced it is an SUV, it will go anywhere.  

Domenic drives 1 1/2 hours, each way, to the property every day and usu-

ally brings someone back with him to go to the hospital. 

 

 

§ By summer, the ongoing drought now moved into a full scale famine.  

Thru generous gifts, we were able to send money for maize three times.  

The village elders decided to give the food to the most needy, the widows, 

orphans and handicapped.  Word has now reached us that the famine is 

worse now than it was last summer. 

 

 

 

§ By the end of Dec the well had been drilled and the water storage tank 

was completed.  A cement ñwater fetching stationò will be just outside our 

fence for the villagers to use.  A solar pump with solar panels will be used 

as the power source.   
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 Twenty one months ago we had an empty piece of land with 

nothing on it.  We still donôt have plants or trees but God is 

growing up a people group  that have already made an impact 

in their villages and everywhere they go.  As we traveled thru 

their villages we heard the good reports from everyone we 

talked to.  Kathy and I stand firm in our belief that ñIf you put 

spiritual things first, then everything else will follow.ò  Twenty 

five students have already completed their certificates and 

when they finish later this year they will receive diplomas.  

They are already key players in what God has planned to do in                                                                                                   

Maasi Land. 

 

 

Domenic has taught in other Bible Schools and we talked about why the ISOM curriculum has impacted the 

students like it has.  His reply was that it has changed their hearts.  Other programs put out a lot of head knowl-

edge but it doesn't really change their lives. This is what Jesus did as He made disciples. He didnôt fill them 

with a lot of theology but as they walked with Him their lives were changed.  Then twelve men turned the 

world upside down.  We declare that we have 25 Maasi that 

are going to turn the world upside down. 

 

We found the Maasi to be very intelligent and given the op-

portunity to learn, they want more.  Soon one ISOM class a 

day wasnôt enough and they moved to two.  They were able 

to finish their course of study in six months instead of a year.  

The students that didnôt read and write actually scored higher 

on tests than those who do.  When the first three trimesters 

were completed twelve students, that couldnôt read or write, 

requested reading, writing and math classes until ISOM be-

gan again in January.  They all are anxious to learn English. 

 

 

When we started the Bible School in May we were in a  borrowed building.  When the students met in small 

study groups outside they were sitting on rocks.  Now we are in our own building and have chairs for every-

one.  Because we have no desks half of the chairs are used for tables.  Now we need school desks.  Our black 

board is a piece of masonite painted black.  It is so much fun to sit in class with them.  They all have black 

board time, with the other students coaching them to the finish.  They are so grateful for this opportunity to 

learn. 

 

The interest in school continues to grow.  Domenic finds people 

sneaking into class so they can see what is going on.  He gets 

phone calls every day from those who want to register over the 

phone.  We wonôt start a new class until July.  The size of the 

class will  be restricted because our building is small and we do 

not have dormitories. 

 

When we divide the class, our cooking area  becomes the  second 

classroom.  We have already outgrown our first classroom.  Two 

of our students are anxious to teach the children.  We only need a 

place to do it.  When they graduate we could hold classes simul-

taneously. Our second classroom is the area where the 
cook prepares lunch 

Because we donôt have desks, students use  
another chair to write on 

The students greeted us in our own building 
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When we met with the village elders they were so pleased 

with the progress that has been made thus far.  They under-

stand this is a big project and that it will take time.  They 

voiced their hopes and desires.  Between the three of them 

they couldnôt agree on whether building a primary school or 

clinic was the most important.   Finally we suggested that if 

we build the multipurpose building next we would hold the 

Bible School in the morning, grade school in the afternoon.  

Then  we could put the clinic in the small building we are now 

using for school.  They really liked that idea. The multipur-

pose building will also have an apartment for Domenic to live 

in.  He now drives 1 1/2 hours, each way, to school every day. 

 

 

Everyone is so eager to learn and students are stepping up to 

teach others.  We found that two students had even started 

teaching some of the local children.  There are 200 children 

waiting to go to school.  We have plans drawn, with price esti-

mates for the grade school but as it is with all  the  other plans 

we have, we must wait for funding. 

The village elders also have the welfare of the people as their 

priority.  When 

we sent money 

for famine re-

lief, they decided 

that the widows, 

orphans and handicapped receive the food.  Then in turn those 

receiving the food shared it with others they knew that were 

worse off than they were.  In our travels, we met so many that 

had received the food. They are so grateful to those of you that 

met their need during such a  difficult time.   The rain came, 

but the effects of the famine linger.  It will take time for crops 

to grow again.  In April they were bringing the cows back 

from the mountains and we wondered what they had been eat-

ing there.  Can they survive? 

 

Today, Jan 14th we received word that it had only rained twice since we left 4 weeks ago.  The famine is 

worse now than it was last summer!  There are reports of many dying and people are begging for food along 

the road.   They have taken their remaining cattle away again.  There is no food.  The students are determined 

to finish school; again they have declared they would rather 

die in class than at home. 

 

This people group only know how to grow herds on the open 

range. When that fails they die.  There is modern technology 

available that can help them but they donôt know about it.  

Many answers to problems that we consider obvious, must be 

shown to them and they are quick learners.  As we minister 

the Gospel of Jesus to them, we also must teach them how to 

survive.  Godôs desire is that they be whole in body, soul and 

spirit. 

 

 

A Maasi proverb says, ñIf you touch someoneôs 
stomach you become their brother.ò  

200 children are wondering when we will  
build their school 

We are working with the elders, who gave us the 
land, to plan development 

Cows brought back in April  were starving 
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Working with an African time table is often very frustrating, but the 

well drilling rig finally arrived 6 days before we left for home.  It was 

fascinating to see this ancient piece of equipment moved in.  Harry 

said his dad used one just like it 60 years ago.  Domenic called at 2:00 

AM the night we got home to tell us they had finished drilling.   

 

 The flow test report on the well is:  After they had pumped steady for 

three hours, the water level only dropped 11ò.  When they stopped 

pumping, it only took 3 minutes for the water level to come back up.  

The well will yield 14.4 cubic meters or 3,805 gallons of water per 

hour.  The pump will be set in at 30 meters.  

 

 

Although the report on the water flow was very good they found 

the fluoride level to be  over the acceptable limits.  The level in 

our well is 6.7.  Acceptable levels are from 1.5 to 4.  All other  

readings were excellent.  We will need to filter the water that 

will be used for human consumption. 

 

Work on the water tower started as soon as we arrived   With the en-

closed base we can house all the workings of the solar system in it and 

not have  to build an additional pump house.   It was an amazing process 

to watch the entire cement structure being  built.  The cement was all 

mixed by hand, on the ground, and then handed up the ladder, person to 

person, in buckets.  The tank will hold  3,253 gallons.    

 

The cement ñWater Fetching Station.ò will be just out side our fence 

line. This will make the water easily accessible to the village people. The 

village elders will build a fence around it, to keep the cows away. 

 

We will use 18 solar panels to begin with.  As our need for more water 

increases we can add more panels.  Since we are using a solar pump it 

will be wired directly  to the panels.  There wonôt be any storage batter-

ies.  The only maintenance this system requires is to occasionally clean 

the solar panels. 

                       

At the time of this writing we have just enough money for 

the deposit on the solar system.  Once we  pay the deposit,  

then they can  order the equipment. We will need to raise 

an additional $5,000.00 to finish paying for it.  We still 

donôt have a price quote on the fluoride filter.  That will be 

an additional cost.   

  

 
This ancient equip-
ment  got the job 
done  in 6 days 

The cement tank holds 3,253 gallons 

What appears to be a Tasmanian 
devil is a Maasi fence protecting 

the pipe into the well  

The final step to complete the well project is the security  

fence.  Right now we have a traditional thorn fence over 

the  well.  Our property is located in open range land.  

Grazing  herds of cows and goats have free roam on all 

this area.  We  need to protect our buildings from them 

and also from vandalism or theft.  Our security guard 

does a great job with his  bow and poison tip arrow, but 

we still need a fence. 
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So many of you have been faithful to pray for rain.  The rain did 

come although it isnôt consistent throughout the region..  Some 

areas get heavy rain while others would get only a sprinkle.  The 

deluge we experienced on our way out to the base one day was 

tremendous, but not so heavy at our place.  The soil is very sandy 

and by the next afternoon the dust was blowing again.  Where the 

road had flooded the day before, we only found one large puddle 

with girls filling  their water cans to carry home.  They tell us 

that when we get trees planted  on our land that they will attract 

the rain. 

 

 

 

Our base is located about 7 miles farther down the road from 

O'Brien School. We have the same growing conditions as they 

do.  The highlight of our visit with them was when they 

showed us their garden.  In 1 1/2 acres they grow enough vege-

tables to feed 274 children and the local village every day, and 

they have enough left to sell.  They water every day. We need a 

fence and a farmer.  If our entire 12 acres was fenced we could 

grow a garden and a  crop of grass or hay.  What grows there 

now is like a crab grass.  The Maasi have seen how to dig a well, 

now we can teach  them how to use it to their benefit. 

 

So what is still needed for Maasi Land? 

   
§ Funds for the solar power system to operate the well and a fluoride filter  

§ The famine takes priority as starving people donôt have ears to hear the Gospel 

§ A security fence around  our 12 acre project to protect the solar panels, well and buildings  

§ Funds to build the Multipurpose building for housing schools with a place for our principal to live    

§ Toilets and a sewer system 

§ Funds to build Primary School, Clinic and Hospital    

§ Funding for a Womenôs rescue center and an Orphanage  

 

The order of these things keeps changing but we do continue to move forward.  God has placed all these things 

on our hearts, we are so anxious to see a better way of life for these people we love so much. 

 

It Has Been An Amazing Year! 
 

So much has been accomplished by the faithful monthly support we receive.  Now  we are asking if there are 

others who would consider supporting us on a monthly basis.  Believe it or not, most of this ministry is fi-

nanced by small regular gifts.   Together we are making a difference in the lives of the people of Africa. 

 

We are a registered Non Profit Organization in East Africa.  In the US we are under the covering of Journey 

Church.  We manage all of our own finances.  Tax deductable donations may be sent to: 

 

Calvary Connection International 
647 Pleasant St  

Walla Walla WA 99362 

509 529-2295 

www.calvaryconnectioninternational.com 

 

The rain came as a flood but by the next day it 
was all dust again 

O'Brien School feeds 274 children and their whole 
village out of this garden 


